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their answer, was driven reluctantly to
further this expedient. Nicholas de Clemanges,
who had been its Rector, and Pierre d'Ailly,
an expert scholar, both moderate men, were
for a while adherents of Benedict. He had
made Clemanges his secretary, and installed
D'Ailly in the rich and extensive bishopric
of Cambray. During the fruitless conferences,
embassies, and pleadings which came to a
head in the Council of Pisa, these two excellent
writers and diplomatists played a creditable
part. But they could not persuade Benedict
to resign, and when he lost their services he
fled to Perpignan, June, 1408. In the-
previous August, Gregory XII., helpless and
afraid of the Neapolitan king, left Rome,
and began his wanderings over Italy. Most
of the Cardinals on both sides now withdrew
their obedience, and, by an unprecedented
exercise of authority, convoked a General
Council in the Ghibelline city of Pisa.
Ladislaus did all in his power to prevent it
from meeting. But with France supporting
It and Florence barring the Neapolitan's march
against it, this anomalous yet dignified
assembly came together in the stately Duomo,
March 25, 1409.

Just upon a century had elapsed since the